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The Wichita Public Schools Board of Education is proud to recognize the April 

2023 Good Apple Award honorees and thank them for their dedication to our 

students and our district.

The Board established this award program 41 years ago and allows schools and 

administrative support centers to select and recognize employees, volunteers 

and partners who provide exemplary service and support our mission.

School principals provided these brief excerpts from their Good Apple recipients’ 

nomination materials.

For more information about the Wichita Public Schools Good Apple Award 

program, visit www.usd259.org/goodapple.



 1 

Good Apple Honorees were acknowledged for their dedication to our Strategic Plan and were noted 
for directly aligning with one of the following categories: 
 
VISION 

  Their work this semester directly aligns with the district's vision. Wichita 
Public Schools will be the district of choice in our region, where all students and 
staff are empowered to dream, believe and achieve. 
 

MISSION 
  Their work this semester directly aligns with the district’s mission. Wichita 

Public Schools prepares all students to achieve college, career and life readiness 
through an innovative and rigorous educational experience. 
 

SHARED BELIEFS 
  Their work this semester directly aligns with the district’s shared beliefs. 

Our shared beliefs include student success, safety and belonging, family and 
community collaboration, visionary leadership, civic engagement and equity and 
diversity. 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
THEME   Their work this semester directly aligns with this year’s strategic plan 

theme of being Connected. United. And WPSPROUD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allison  
Traditional  
Magnet Middle 
School 

Denyse Cerullo 
Data Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Allison Middle School Team 
Kristine Bruner 
7th Grade Math Teacher 
Taylor Felty 
7th Grade Math Teacher 
Tina Jordan 
7th Grade and Special Education 
Math Teacher 
 

Ms. Cerullo serves as the Data Leader for 
Allison but goes far beyond her normal job 
duties in support of our school.  She always 
provides assistance to administration and 
staff in creating a culture of relationships 
that are founded in trust. Because of her 
efforts to unite and connect with all of our 
stakeholders, she has become an integral 
part of the leadership team at Allison, and a 
trusted colleague. 
 
This team of educators has demonstrated 
impactful teaching and effective content 
collaboration throughout this school year. 
They consistently engage in professional 
growth through professional learning and 
content collaboration time. They continue to 
seek opportunities to fine tune their 
instruction to reach as many students as 
possible. 
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Alvin E. Morris 
Administrative 
Center 

Maria Kury 
Spanish Communications 
Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Schott 
Administrative Assistant, Title I 
Office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wichita United Church of Christ 
McKinney-Vento Partner 
 
 

Maria provides translations for parent 
communications, district events and news 
conferences.  Her assistance with Spanish 
translation and storytelling through video 
production has helped connect our viewers 
with WPS.  Her passion for inclusiveness is 
demonstrated in how she shares her culture 
with others. She is truly making a difference.  
We are WPSProud of her! 
 
Pam is always willing to learn something 
new and frequently takes on additional 
projects and tasks to reduce the workload 
and stress for others. She is a strong asset to 
our department, programs, and the district. 
Her personality, flexibility, and willingness to 
help makes her a pleasure to work with. She 
makes us all #WPSPROUD! 
 
The Wichita United Church of Christ has 
assisted us with family engagement activities 
by providing volunteers, resources, food, 
and donations.  Whenever our program 
needs anything for our families in transition, 
they are there to help. They have continually 
donated over 200 food packs for our 
students monthly so that we can provide our 
students in motels, on the streets and 
unaccompanied youth food. That is over 
9,000 food packs for our McKinney-Vento 
students. Whenever we have special events, 
they also provide food packs to hand out 
and incentives for our families.   
 

Beech  
Elementary  
School 

Amanda Drouhard 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amanda displays exemplary work at Beech 
as a para educator. She began the year as a 
long-term guest teacher and joined the staff 
when the assignment was completed. 
Amanda puts so much effort into children to 
ensure they have a safe learning 
environment. She is the definition of a role 
model for students! Thank you, Amanda. 
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Emily Miller 
1st Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beech Elementary School Team 
Bri Lopez 
3th Grade Teacher 
Libby Tanner 
3th Grade Teacher 
Chase Bartkoski 
3th Grade Teacher 
 
 

Emily demonstrates every day what it means 
to be a team player! She is always willing to 
help students process through whatever 
they need to in order for them to be ready 
to learn. Her teaching style is fun and her 
students are engaged. Emily empowers 
them to dream, believe and achieve as they 
work to be the best they can be. Thanks for 
all you do for our scholars, Emily!! 
 
Our Third Grade Team does a great job with 
their students. They excel in classroom 
management and building positive 
relationships with their students. This team 
has high expectations for their students and 
helps them meet these expectations.  
Through their daily interactions, they inspire 
their students to imagine and learn. 
 

Benton  
Elementary  
School 

Jenna Pike 
Social Worker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benton ALS Paraprofessional 
Team 
Mo Spicer 
Paraprofessional 
Patsy Ortiz 
Paraprofessional 
Kathy Peters 
Paraprofessional 
 

Our social worker is a superstar! Ms. Pike 
advocates for students and families, and 
supports staff in countless ways. She has 
extensive expertise in all things special educ 
and is a masterful problem-solver with 
challenging behaviors, duties of CST, and in 
finding the best ways to care for our kids. 
 
The love and care for our ALS Bobcats is BIG 
at Benton! This support is possible because 
of our amazing ALS Para Team. These staff 
members put the academic, physical, and 
social needs of our students as a priority for 
services every single day. We are grateful for 
their dedication and caring hearts. 

Bostic  
Traditional  
Magnet  
Elementary School 

Joyce DeFore 
Lunch Aide 
 
 
 

Bostic Traditional Magnet is extremely 
fortunate to have Joyce DeFore as a Lunch 
Aide.  Joyce greets everyone with a smile 
and makes positive connections with kids as 
she helps the lunchroom run smoothly.  
Thank you Joyce for all you do to support 
our students at Bostic! 
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Brooks Center  
for STEM and  
Arts Magnet Middle 
School 

Brooks Middle School Team 
John Nugent 
7th & 8th Grade Science Teacher 
Kimberly Knox 
7th Grade ELA Teacher 
Luke Westerman 
8th grade Math Teacher 
 
 

Brooks has several classes without a certified 
teacher. Nevertheless, students are still able 
to attain a high-quality educational 
experience despite having a long-term 
substitute. This team has helped ensure that 
the substitutes were familiar with school 
policies and procedures. They also made 
sure lesson plans and materials were in 
place for both student and long-term 
substitutes’ success. This team's work will 
continue through May and they do it 
without complaint. This is a testament to 
their character, which is commendable and 
appreciated! 
 

Buckner  
Performing Arts  
and Science Magnet 
Elementary School  

Trisha Gray 
2nd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charlee Cyrus 
Nurse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buckner Elementary School 
Team 
Kim Cotton 
Head Custodian 
Joann Lyday 
Night Custodian 
 
 

Mrs. Gray’s move up to second grade has 
been a joy to watch. Trish has done an 
amazing job incorporating her own studies 
into her work in the classroom. Her focus 
and commitment as a learner has made her 
shine as a teacher. She’s using data to drive 
her instruction and celebrating student 
growth. 
 
Nurse Charlee, as the kids call her, 
approaches all situations with a kids-first 
mindset. She is there to listen, problem-
solve, and be that safe person for students 
and staff.  She works well beyond her role at 
Buckner and has cemented herself as an 
integral part of the staff. 
 
Kim and Joann have transformed Buckner 
from a custodial perspective.  When you 
have the opportunity to visit Buckner, you 
will be blown away by the cleanliness. These 
ladies make a dynamic team that work to 
make Buckner an amazing place to be. 
 

Caldwell  
Elementary  
School 

Amy McClure 
Building Guest Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the beginning of the semester, Amy was 
subbing for a class that was without a 
teacher. Amy was the consistent and kind 
teacher that the class needed. She kept the 
students learning during the transition time. 
Her passion for teaching was evident and 
she truly has the heart of an educator. 
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Laura Bonin 
Audiologist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quentin Brown 
Physical Education Teacher 
 
 
 

Working with a quarter of the district is not 
an easy task. This is exactly what Dr. Laura 
Bonin does. She teams with staff and 
students to ensure students have state-of-
the-art equipment making listening in noisy 
environments easier. She’s an asset here at 
Caldwell. 
 
Quentin comes to work every day with an 
attitude that he can make a kid’s life more 
enjoyable. His passion for P.E. is clearly seen 
through his healthy example to our students 
and his knowledge of all things physical is 
second to none. We are lucky to have 
Quentin and his desire to help our kids. 
 

Cessna  
Elementary  
School 

Cessna Elementary School Team 
Madeline Wofford 
4th Grade Teacher 
Alicia DiSalvo 
4th Grade Teacher 
Carly Miller 
4th Grade Teacher 
Tammy Kenyon 
3rd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Kristina Wilson  
2nd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This team is truly a gift to any 
building. These teachers work together, plan 
together, eat together, and play 
together. From identifying unique ways to 
support their students to being willing to 
support the building. Alicia, Carly, and 
Madeline are selfless individuals who truly 
care about every child, adult, and parent 
they come in contact with here at 
Cessna. Tammy is supportive of all students 
and staff.  She is fair, flexible, and wants all 
students to succeed. She loves to celebrate 
success with all of her kids.  
 
Ms. Wilson is a superior teacher. She’s at 
work early every morning; no doubt 
planning and prepping for her students’ day.  
She has zero down time for her students, 
which prevents behavior issues and makes 
for a well-behaved class. She is kind, fair and 
great at making sure everyone knows and 
understands expectations and content. 
There are few classes, throughout their 
years in education, where students will learn 
more than the year they are with Ms. 
Wilson. She is a true educator! 
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Lori Hubeli 
Paraprofessional  

Ms. Lori, as the kids call her, does a great 
deal at Cessna.  She goes above and beyond 
her para job greeting everyone each 
morning and waits with students after 
school until they’re picked up. Lori 
volunteers on many committees with the 
desire to bring people together, either from 
the community or just in our school. She has 
a strong desire to make others happy. She 
deserves this award! 
 

Chester Lewis 
Alternative  
High School 

Amy Schroeder 
Instructional 
Facilitator/Mindfulness Room 
Manager 

Amy Schroeder’s perfect combination of 
compassion and discipline has made The 
Chet’s Mindfulness Room a great success.  
She has created a space where students can 
deal with difficulty, get settled, and then 
return to class. While giving them space, she 
teaches them to be accountable and manage 
things in an adult way. Her grace is a 
wonderful asset for The Chet. 
 

Chisholm  
Trail  
Elementary  
School 

Andrea Booth 
Registrar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jamie Dimmitt 
Psychologist 
 

Andrea can take a chaotic situation and 
provide calming solutions with the urgency 
that the situation may require. Andrea 
knows everything! If you ever need an 
answer to a question, Andrea will either 
know the answer off the top of her head or 
be able to find it for you very quickly. Ms. 
Booth encourages people. She sometimes 
solely supports the staff and students in the 
building in every aspect and keeps the 
school running smoothly! 
 
Jamie is a go-getter and is a “yes” person. 
She has been amazing in her first year a 
school psychologist and is always willing to 
help. She has been great at not only testing 
and meeting with students, but is always 
willing to help with a behavior call. We are 
lucky to have her on our team! 
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Christa  
McAuliffe  
Academy 

April Rogers 
Building Restorative Room 
Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan Wilson 
Social Studies Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CMA’s Team 
Kacie Heincker 
3rd Grade Teacher 
Ashton Palmore 
3rd Grade Teacher 
Jennifer Spurgeon 
3rd Grade Teacher 
 
 

April is always there for our kids. Not only 
does she run CMA’s restorative room for 
students who need a safe space, but she is 
always willing to help wherever needed 
around the building. She is able to listen to 
students of all levels with compassion and 
empathy and helps our kids feel connected 
and heard. She truly embodies our beliefs of 
student success and safety and belonging. 
 
Jonathan is a first-year teacher and we are 
always amazed at his professionalism and his 
innovative teaching. His commitment to his 
students’ well-being, success, and their 
growth as human beings is inspiring.  So 
many of CMA’s 8th graders love his class, 
even a few reluctant learners whom we've 
seen flourish in his class.  We cannot wait to 
see all that he will do as a teacher and are 
happy to say he's a teacher at CMA! 
 
This is a team filled with dynamic and 
innovative teacher leaders.  One is the chair 
of CMA’s site council, another is an AVID 
champion, and the third is CMA’s team lead 
and is Capturing Kids Hearts champion.  They 
are always positive and always there for our 
students. 

Cleaveland 
Traditional 
College and Career 
Readiness Magnet 
Elementary School  

Cleaveland Elementary School 
Team 
Angie Alcala 
Administrative Assistant 
Rebecca Porter 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you walk into the office at Cleaveland 
Traditional Magnet, you are greeted by 
smiles and a welcoming atmosphere. From 
opening the school in the morning to making 
sure everything is tied up at the end of the 
day, they do it all. The office staff at 
Cleaveland is devoted to making sure that 
staff, students, and families know that they 
belong. They have developed positive 
relationships with all who enter the office. 
Cleaveland wouldn't be the same without 
them! 
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Pam Smith 
MTSS Facilitator 
 

Pam goes above and beyond for the staff at 
Cleaveland. She is always willing to help out 
whenever help is needed. She does a 
fantastic job with coaching staff, helping 
lead the academic work with data-driven 
decisions, and making the professional 
learning fun and meaningful. She is always 
looking for ways to enrich our school with a 
better learning environment. We are so 
lucky to have her! 
 

Cloud  
Elementary  
School  

Gloria Pitts 
ESOL Teacher 
 
 
 
 
Bernardo Trevizo 
Art Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Jason Felihkatubbe 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 

Gloria is always willing to help in any way 
she can. She supports other teachers and 
students in every way possible. 30+ years of 
service to our district is definitely worthy of 
a Good Apple Award! 
 
Bernardo makes authentic connections that 
carry weight with the kids. Bernardo has 
stretched his students in a way that allows 
them to produce high-quality artwork.  He 
takes time to build relationships with 
students and has a great sense of humor. 
 
Jason goes above and beyond for each 
teacher he works with and is determined to 
help students find success. He does this in a 
variety of ways and is willing to try new 
strategies with students to best fit their 
learning needs. 
 

Coleman  
Middle  
School 

Shirley Seminoff 
Building Guest Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laura Almquist-Parks 
Behavior Specialist/Success 
Coach 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Seminoff came to us as a long-term 
guest teacher and has been so valuable to 
our building. She is willing to work with any 
class and helps our students. She has left her 
mark on our students, and they know her by 
name and value her when she comes into 
their classroom. We are very lucky to have 
her! 
 
Ms. Parks has made a huge positive impact 
at Coleman. She plays a vital role in helping 
students develop self-awareness and 
regulation skills.  She has been an integral 
part in bringing about our environmental 
magnet theme by taking the lead in caring 
for the animals and the garden. She is 
pivotal to our success! 
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Daniel Robison 
Special Education Safety Support 
Paraprofessional  

Mr. R with his calm demeanor is an advocate 
for students and encourages them to be 
advocates for themselves. Mr. R can be 
found having mentoring conversations with 
students, regulating students, and working 
in classrooms helping students academically. 
Mr. R is a vital part of the PBS team and the 
students’ success. 
 

College Hill 
Elementary  
School  

Deidre Derksen 
4th Grade Teacher/AVID 
Champion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lindsey Mayhew 
5th Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Madison Effland 
Roving Nurse 
 
 
 

Deidre is College Hill's AVID Champion. She 
has attended numerous trainings and 
accomplished her own individual reading 
and research in order to assist the rest of the 
staff in implementing AVID. Deidre is 
extremely helpful and gives out great advice 
while also being understanding when the 
staff have questions or need ideas. 
 
Lindsey took on the school yearbook last 
year and has agreed to do it again. The 
yearbook turned out beautifully. She 
essentially worked on it alone. Lindsey has 
also started a knitting club for students. It is 
a sight to see, students walking around with 
yarn working on their projects. They are so 
excited. Her class also made the news for 
performing well in a national crystal-growing 
contest. 
 
Madison has been a sub nurse at College Hill 
for several weeks while our nurse is out. She 
is amazing. It seems like she has always been 
here and just belongs!  Madison is kind and 
patient with students. She gets them in and 
out of the nurse’s office efficiently. She 
jumped right in on helping to write 504's and 
conducting meetings. We are all excited 
when Madison shows up for the day. 
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Colvin  
Elementary  
School  

Laurie Glock 
3rd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michaela Tomsen 
Substitute Teacher/PTO 
Volunteer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colvin Elementary School Team 
Maggie Onstott 
Behavior Interventionist 
Nicole Espinosa 
Counselor 
Marsha Norton 
Counselor 
Kelsey Jabara 
Behavioral Health Liaison 
Sarah Schaef 
Assistant Principal 
Jessica Rodriguez 
Behavior Paraprofessional 
 

Laurie is a third-grade teacher who has 
outstanding relationships with her students, 
has amazing structure for her classroom, and 
knows how to engage students in rigorous 
and exciting lessons. She goes above and 
beyond to help her students who are 
struggling, in and out of the classroom, by 
taking time out of her day to talk one-on-
one, write encouraging notes, and calling 
parents to share how their child’s day was. 
She is an outstanding teacher! 
 
Michaela supports Colvin in many ways. 
Most recently she co-coordinated Battle of 
the Books which included making sure the 
library had the needed books from the list, 
making a practice schedule, building 
excitement around this opportunity, and she 
gave her time to help ensure student 
success! Michaela is passionate about 
fostering a love for reading and creates 
excitement within the building in many 
ways. She has created a video for students, 
designed bulletin boards, created incentives 
to encourage reading, and celebrates with 
students as they achieve their goals! 
 
The behavior team at Colvin goes above and 
beyond their roles daily.  They problem solve 
with students and staff, teach calming 
techniques and emotional regulation 
strategies, deescalate students, respond to 
behavior calls  and assist with writing 
behavior and safety plans.  This team is an 
integral part of Colvin's success. 
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Dunlap  
Transition  
Campus at Chisholm  

Rupree Knight 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Claudia East 
Family and School Liaison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amanda Bintz 
Interrelated Teacher 
 
 
 

Rupree has embraced and excelled in 
assisting and educating the students at 
Dunlap. She shows respect and compassion 
toward everyone. She is always willing to do 
what is needed and will volunteer readily. 
She brings joy to her work and shares her 
positivity with others. 
 
Claudia is an excellent professional 
translator and shows the utmost care and 
consideration for those she works with. She 
goes above and beyond to help our students 
and their families with translation services 
and community outreach services. She is 
always in a good mood and has a positive 
attitude. 
 
Amanda is a dynamic educator! She has 
taken on several new leadership roles this 
year. She’s knowledgeable, caring, energetic, 
and compassionate toward the students and 
her colleagues. She always considers 
students first and seeks ways to do what is 
best for them. She is a true educator at 
heart! 
 

Earhart 
Environmental 
Magnet Elementary 
School 

The Big Kids 
Rylie Malget 
Salene Tran 
Natalie Ordonez 
Jordan Moody 
Vincent Duong 
Calvin Tran 
Leonel Sweet 
Jolyn Jacobs-Garza 
Madison Locke-Smith 
Sydney Albers 
Teril Strahler 
Northeast Student Volunteers 
Annabelle Smith 
Heights Student Volunteer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During times of early dismissal at their 
school each week, this group decided to give 
back to our school.  The connections they 
have built with our kids through mentoring, 
math support, reading, and recess, bring 
positive energy each week. The students 
can’t wait for the “BIG KIDS to get here.”  
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Kary Pierce 
5th Grade Teacher/Teacher-in- 
Charge 
 

When in need, Kary is there! Having a T.I.C. 
role involves switching hats numerous times 
between various building roles based on 
needs. Fulltime teacher, part-time 
admin/counselor/custodian/recess monitor, 
Kary can do it all with ease. We are very 
grateful for the support she provides our 
building. 
 

East High  
School  

David Shelly 
Spanish Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quentina Bevan 
Director of First Impressions 
 
 
 

Senor Shelly is a Spanish teacher, joining the 
East staff in the Fall of 1989. Twenty-seven 
years ago he took over the Scholars Bowl 
team. During that time his teams have 
qualified for the state tournament every 
year. Senor Shelly has led his teams to be 
state champions five times and this year’s 
East team finished third. 
 
Quentina Bevan has been a constant 
presence at the ever-changing Main 
Entrance. Her knowledge of school 
procedures, mixed with perfect customer 
service, makes her the best director of first 
impressions. 
 

Education 
Imagine 
Academy 

Cameron Ceradsky 
High School ELA/Art Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chantal Bruner-Untivero 
Volunteer 
 

Cameron is an integral part of the EIA team.  
He is always willing to help out his 
colleagues, make extra time for students 
that are struggling, and to bring joy to all 
around him. He is always calm in stressful 
situations and brings community to our 
school's students, stakeholders, and staff. 
We are thankful that Cameron has joined 
our team and our students have made great 
strides in their educations because of his 
support. 
 
Chantal eagerly volunteers every Tuesday 
for our elementary school. She helps in and 
out of the classroom to make our in-person 
learning opportunities a positive experience 
for elementary through high school. She is a 
welcome member of the EIA family. 
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Enders  
Leadership  
and Community 
Service Magnet 

Enders Elementary School Team 
Heather Brown 
Volunteer Coach 
Cody Schaef 
Volunteer Coach 
Dymond LeFlore 
Volunteer Coach 
 
Olivia Jones 
5th Grade Teacher 

This incredible team has brought our Girls on 
the Run program back to life! The time, love 
& energy they pour into our leaders will help 
them learn the skills necessary to become 
successful, strong women. Thank you for the 
smiles you bring to our students, their 
families and our whole Enders family. 
 
Olivia is a dedicated and innovative educator 
that strives to meet the needs of ALL 
learners. She holds herself and her students 
to high expectations and has created an 
inclusive classroom that is centered around 
community. Olivia is a true leader and highly 
respected by her team. Thank you Olivia! 
 

Franklin  
Elementary  
School 

Phuong Mueller 
Reading Intervention Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kristen Schweninger 
Kindergarten Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As our Reading Intervention Teacher, 
Phuong works tirelessly all day...even on her 
personal plan time...to work with students 
to help them make amazing gains in reading. 
After school she continues to work leading a 
Girls Who Code Club. She will do whatever 
needs to be done to help our students and 
their families be successful. 
 
Kristen is the epitome of a team player. She 
serves on the Building Leadership Team and 
leads the Student Support Committee. 
Kristen is always willing to speak up for her 
students and strives to set up her students 
for success in and out of the classroom. She 
builds relationships with students that last. 
Previous students love to come visit Mrs. 
Schweninger and share their success.. 
Kristen Schweninger is a Good Apple at 
Franklin Elementary and we are lucky to 
have her on our staff. 
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Franklin Elementary School 
Team 
Erin Buster 
Music Teacher 
Shelbie Mellington 
Physical Education Teacher 
Cindy Rogers 
Librarian 
Alli Unruh 
Counselor 
Erin Yauney 
Art Teacher 
 

Our amazing specials team (KATS Team) 
works together to plan STEAM enrichment 
activities for our students while teachers 
attend professional learning. They each play 
an essential role on the team and are 
invested in the success of each and every 
student, holding them to high expectations 
and helping them see the exciting 
possibilities for their future as artists, 
engineers, musicians, and more. 
 

Gardiner  
Elementary  
School  

Gardiner Elementary School 
Team 
Diana Bocanegra 
Administrative Assistant 
Sharon Heilemann 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 
Eva Kline 
3rd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terin Johnson 
1st Grade Teacher 
 

Sharon and Diana are the face of our school.  
They provide outstanding customer service, 
accurate record-keeping, ensure staff have 
the supplies they need, and handle arising 
challenges with patience and grace, while 
multi-tasking all the way.  It's not easy, but 
this amazing team makes it look easy! 
 
Eva’s ability to meet students where they 
are and the patience she extends to others 
are her amazing gifts. She creates a 
classroom environment where all students 
are heard, valued, and cherished. She walks 
alongside of each third grader as they grow 
toward consistent excellence. Eva is a star! 
 
Terin’s consistency with students is 
admirable. It is evident that her first graders 
feel safe enough to make mistakes, ask 
questions, and celebrate victories in her 
classroom no matter what obstacles they 
face. High expectations are the norm in her 
classroom! Thank you for all that you do, 
Terin! 
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Gordon Parks 
Academy STEM 
Leaders in Applied 
and Media Arts 

Gordon Parks Team 
Cory McCracken 
Robotics and Engineering 
Specials Team Lead 
Mary Del Vecchio-Floro 
Elementary Technology, Middle 
School Yearbook 
Sara Puetz 
Librarian, Middle School 
Intervention 
Leah Templeton 
Magnet Theme Teacher - 
Audio/Photography/Videography 
Brennyn Pankratz 
Middle School P.E. Teacher 
Melani Ward 
Art Teacher 
Josh Davis 
Elementary Music/Middle School 
Chior 
Erik Stone 
Band, Elementary Music 
John Burke 
P.E. Teacher 
 
Johnny Gonzales 
School Counselor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The specials team at GPA specializes in all 
thing innovative and rigorous.  From a world 
ranked robotics team to our award winning 
yearbook or innovative production classes, 
this team not only provides opportunities for 
our students to experience career and life 
readiness skills, they are always available to 
pitch in and help fulfill the goals of Gordon 
Parks Academy. Through this team all 
students are able to choose classes that 
promote their interest, whether it's our 
exploding band  classes or winning sports 
programs. Our specials team is amazing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Gonzales is skilled at working with 
students of all ages. As a K-8 building 
counselor, he has to not only teach 
elementary students about their feelings, 
but he also works with our middle school.  
The differences between the social and 
emotional well being of the two can stem 
from missing my mommy to having a 
boyfriend! Mr. Gonzales also coached our 
girl's Basketball team to an area victory with 
a no-defeat season. He was able to build 
confidence in a group of ladies who didn't 
possess it before getting on the court as a 
team. Mr. Gonzales is truly deserving of the 
Good Apple Award. 
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Paula Cazabat 
Elementary Counselor 
 

Paula Cazabat is a first-year counselor and 
new to Gordon Parks Academy.  Ms. Cazabat 
has built relationships with students and 
provided guidance for students.  She is 
always willing to not only support students, 
but also teachers. She facilitates student 
group sessions using the Capturing Kids 
Hearts lessons and she is always available to 
help a student  who has an emotional 
emergency.  She has been a great addition 
to the GPA staff and she truly supports and 
cares for our students. 
 

Greiffenstein- 
Wells Middle  
School 

Greiffenstein-Wells Team 
Blake Gordon 
Security Officer 
Dallas Horning 
Security Officer 
Martina Gonzales 
Security Officer 
 
 

The Greiffenstein-Wells Security Team goes 
above and beyond for students each day. 
They build relationships with all students. In 
many cases they are the students’ preferred 
person to talk to in their time of crisis. Blake, 
Dallas, and Martina are so amazing and well 
deserving of this award! 
 
 

Griffith  
Elementary  
School 

Natalie Henning 
Special Education Administrative 
Liaison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Clark 
Positive Behavior Support 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
Namfon Xaysana 
Library Volunteer 
 
 
 

Natalie is a valued member of Griffith. She is 
always looking for ways to maximize student 
success and safety. She is an excellent 
source of information to help further 
student success and equity. She is always 
willing to take a moment to help brainstorm 
and problem solve. She always puts her 
primary focus on student safety. 
 
Elizabeth is patient, hard-working, 
personable and has a contagious willingness 
to learn. She builds lasting relationships and 
shows up to work every day with a positive 
attitude. She effortlessly models the 
district’s shared beliefs of safety and 
belonging for all students. 
 
Namfon has volunteered in the Griffith 
library. She is reliable, takes initiative and 
has high expectations. She kept the library 
organized and did whatever task was 
assigned her.  Her technology skills helped to 
create flyers and other documents that 
promoted the library. Thanks for the 
outstanding service and deep commitment 
to student success. 
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Hamilton  
Middle School 

Hamilton Team 
Derrick Armstrong 
Head Custodian 
Linda Thomas 
Night Lead Custodian 
Larry DeLeon 
Custodian 
Jay Gates 
Custodian 
 
Hannah Schaake 
Mathematics Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Meyer 
Science Teacher 
 

Hamilton Middle School is fortunate to have 
an amazing custodial staff. Visitors often 
comment about the beautiful appearance of 
the building and the entire crew clearly takes 
pride in their work. Their consistent effort 
and attention to detail is greatly appreciated 
and ensures that our school is a clean and 
inviting place for students and staff. Thank 
you for your commitment to excellence! 
 
Hannah has been an invaluable asset to our 
school community, taking on multiple roles 
such as teacher of ALL things, athletic 
coordinator, AVID co-coordinator, lunch line 
enforcer and more. She is always willing to 
lend a helping hand and her dedication to 
our kids and staff is unparalleled. We are 
beyond grateful for all she does and we 
applaud her for her incredible work. 
 
We would like to recognize and thank Mike 
not only for his outstanding work as a 
science teacher, but also his dedication and 
innovation outside the classroom. He has 
gone above and beyond to revamp our 
After-School Rec Program, creating many 
new opportunities for kids to explore and 
pursue their interests. His dedication and 
commitment to providing quality education 
and meaningful experiences have been 
invaluable. We are truly grateful for his hard 
work and willingness to take on new 
challenges. 
 
 

Harry Street 
Elementary  
School 

Dave Zimmerman 
Head Custodian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since Mr. Z has joined our Harry Street 
family our school has become a better place. 
He has a deep understanding and strong 
commitment to ensuring our building is safe, 
healthy, and functioning. He has a deep 
understanding, love and care for our 
students, staff, and school family. I truly wish 
each school had a Mr. Z and got to 
experience the blessings he brings. Our 
school family is more loved, safe, and cared 
for because of him. 
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Harry Street Elementary School 
Team  
Erika Horton 
Pre-K Teacher & IEP Manager 
Rachel Craft 
Special Education Teacher 
Sharlet Martinez 
Special Education Teacher 
Jennifer Yearout 
Special Education Teacher 
Eden Ensley 
Speech Language Pathologist 
Tammy McDonald 
Campus Support 
 
 
 
 
 
Jemma Hess 
Administrative Assistant 
 

All six of these educators work together to 
provide exemplary service to our students, 
staff, and families. Their advocacy of 
students is visible during instruction, within 
team meetings, and with families. Our 
Special education team is integral in 
supporting our staff with ideas, strategies, 
and an empowering lens which to plan and 
prepare for instruction that benefits all 
students in our school community. 
Oftentimes this involves a relational aspect 
of instruction. Our team proactively 
communicates and responds to facilitating 
healthy relationships between special 
education students and peers, special 
education students and staff, and special 
education students and community 
members. 
 
Jemma Hess is a model employee of stellar 
customer service and positive first 
impressions for visitors, staff, families and 
students at Harry Street Elementary. Upon 
entering Harry Street, you are guaranteed a 
most welcoming greeting and smile from 
Ms. Jemma. Jemma’s service to our school 
community and commitment to our district 
values makes her an ideal recipient of the 
Good Apple! 
 

Heights High  
School 

Andrea Adams 
Structured Learning - Mixed 
Abilities Classroom Lead 
Bre'Gail Evans 
Applied Academics - Mixed 
Abilities Classroom Lead 
 
 
Mixed Abilities Classroom 
Paraprofessionals 
Cassandra Olmsted 
Dylan Fensky 
Jaleesa Gibson 
Skylar Rees 
Paraprofessionals 
 

Ms. Adams and Ms. Evans dedicates a 
tremendous amount of time and energy to 
connecting with the students and families of 
our Mixed Abilities program to ensure that 
her students are prepared for their next 
phase of life after Heights High School. 
 
 
This team has been very flexible and 
accommodating this school year and, 
despite challenges, has built connections 
with the students and families of our Mixed 
Abilities program, ensuring that our students 
are prepared for their next phase of life after 
Heights High School. 
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Horace Mann  
Dual Language 
Magnet 

Horace Mann Team 
Jocelyn Baeza 
5th Grade Teacher, Team Leader 
Evelyn Lucio 
5th Grade Teacher 
Christian Ramstack 
5th Grade Teacher 
 
 

The Horace Mann fifth grade team has 
provided students with special experiences 
beyond what is expected. The team 
organized an overnight camping field trip to 
Camp Wood and are currently working on 
producing “Matilda the Musical!” These 
opportunities foster a great sense of 
community and will result in memories the 
students will cherish for the rest of their 
lives! 
 

 Drake Regier 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 

Drake has shown that he is a true Para-
PROFESSIONAL. He is all business, no talk, 
but most importantly works hard to build 
meaningful relationships with students. You 
can catch him at second recess during his 
break, learning Spanish alongside the kids, 
and even volunteering outside of the school 
day. We are Horace Mann proud of Mr. 
Regier! 
 

Hyde  
Leadership  
and International 
Exploration Magnet 
Elementary 

Hyde Elementary School Team 
Kate Lovell 
Music Teacher 
Linda Bland 
Librarian 
Greta Siemens 
Art Teacher 
Sean Marshall 
P.E. Teacher 
 
 
Anna Waggoner 
Counselor 
 

This specials team has the exceptional 
willingness to go the extra mile to create a 
positive school culture. They plan engaging 
whole-student-centered events and 
celebrations that require a lot of creative 
preparation outside the school day, while 
providing the classroom teachers with some 
much needed extra time. The students, our 
families and faculty are lucky to have such a 
powerhouse team. 
 
Anna Waggoner takes her position 
personally and is appreciated for her 
consistency in her counseling practices. She 
provides service to our students in a timely 
manner and is well spoken during parent 
meetings and conferences. She is respectful 
to all stakeholders and is loved by so many 
here at Hyde. We appreciate her friendship, 
her commitment to the well-being of 
students, and above all, her kindness to 
everyone.  
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Isely  
Traditional  
Magnet  
Elementary School 

Nicole Thomsen 
Instructional Support Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Larisa Garcia 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bel Aire Lions Club 
School Partner 
 
 

Nicole Thomsen is a valuable member of the 
Isely specials team. Not only does she teach 
students during PD rotations, she helps 
students produce a weekly show called iT TV 
that highlights all of the wonderful things 
happening at Isely. She is an active member 
of PTO, and encourages all stakeholders to 
dream, believe, and achieve greatness at 
Isely. 
 
Larisa Garcia is a first-year paraprofessional 
who is also attending school at Wichita State 
University. Larisa goes above and beyond 
every day to help build a positive and calm 
atmosphere that is conducive to learning. 
Her strong relationships, positive attitude, 
and presence makes a positive impact on the 
entire Isely family every day! 
 
The Bel Aire Lions Club is a fantastic 
community partner supporting Isely 
students, staff, and families in a multitude of 
ways. Everything from volunteering in 
classrooms and supporting the book fair to 
donating a bench for the new Pre-K 
playground. We are so thankful for all of 
their support! 
 

Information  
Services and 
Technology  

Jason Gile 
Custodian 
 
 
 

Jason Gile is an all-around exemplary 
employee for USD 259. Throughout the 
course of a normal workday, you can find 
Jason taking extra time and attention to 
make our workplace safe, sparkling clean 
and pleasant to be in the building. He will do 
whatever is necessary to ensure the building 
is taken care of and coworkers don’t have to 
worry about the little things, which makes 
everyone’s life a little easier. He helps with a 
smile, great attitude and is a team player.  
 

Jackson  
Elementary 
School 

Shirley Roundtree 
Foster Grandparent Volunteer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shirley has been a true blessing for our 
second grade students. She is reliable and 
communicates well, taking initiative to step 
in and help when there is a need. She has 
high expectations for students and supports 
them in success of rising to their full 
potential. We are so grateful for all that 
Shirley does at Jackson! 
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Ashley Sims 
3rd Grade Teacher, AVID 
Elementary Champion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Atchison 
Social Worker 
 
 
 

Ashley Sims is a strong leader in our building, 
especially as our AVID Champion. Her 
intentionality and creativity in her 
instruction are much appreciated, as well as 
her transparency and support as a 
teammate. Her colleagues admire her ability 
to demonstrate extreme patience with her 
students in the face of adversity in an effort 
to support the challenging behaviors they 
are bringing to school this year. Ashley is a 
blessing to our Jackson family! 
 
From the moment she arrived at Jackson in 
August 2021, Jenn has continuously shown 
her devotion to not only supporting our 
students but our staff, school, and 
community. This year, Jenn has worked 
extremely hard to add a new positive 
element to Jackson: her newly certified 
therapy dog, Andy! The result is a new 
positive presence in our school that boosts 
morale and brings comfort to staff and 
students. We are excited to see the results 
of Jenn's hard work with Andy as we finish 
our school year and beyond! 
 

Jardine STEM  
and Career 
Explorations 
Academy 

Jardine Middle School Team 
Matt Bortnick 
Counselor 
Katy Pierce 
Counselor 
Deb Romero 
Social Worker 

Mr. Bortnick, Ms. Pierce, Ms. Romero, do 
you copy? Can you? Will you? Can you visit 
with? Can you cover this class? I need you 
to... They NEVER say no! They are always 
available and willing to help our staff, 
families, and our students. They truly are the 
best support team in USD259! Thank you for 
all you do! 
 

 Katricia Collier 
Registrar 
 
 
 
 
 
Sgt. Michael Williams 
Leadership/AVID Teacher 
 

Ms. Katricia is truly the heart of Jardine. She 
has been helping staff, students and our 
families for 28 years! Her kindness, empathy 
and knowledge are priceless. Thank you, Ms. 
Katricia, for making Jardine GREAT! 
 
 
Sgt. Williams is one of the most respected 
teachers at Jardine. He's respectful, holds all 
students to the highest of standards, as well 
as mentors a number of students at Jardine, 
past and present. Sgt. Williams is the 
epitome of hard work and dedication. 
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Jefferson  
Elementary  
School 

East Heights United Methodist 
Church 
School Partner 
 
 

The East Heights United Methodist Church 
volunteers (Barbara, Karen, Lu, Irene, Dorris 
and Kathleen) spend countless hours 
volunteering to support the students and 
staff at Jefferson. One of their many tasks is 
packing, labeling, and distributing food packs 
for students at Jefferson, so they have food 
for the weekend. The group’s kindness 
radiates through the hallways with their 
smiles, wit, and stories.  
 

 Ginger Brown 
1st Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carrington DeMayo 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 

Ginger is a selfless teammate and role model 
at Jefferson. She holds all of her students to 
the same high expectations regardless of 
their abilities. She loves each one of her 
students and teaches like a mother. She 
consistently provides an inclusive and 
welcoming environment where our most 
challenging students feel welcomed, loved, 
and connected. Her students' families are an 
integral part of the learning environment 
she has created in her classroom.  
 
Carrington is a vital part of each classroom 
she enters. She steps in to help both 
teachers and students to achieve greatness 
without hesitation. She handles all situations 
with empathy and grace. She has made 
undeniable connections with all the students 
and staff she works with. Jefferson is blessed 
to have her as a paraprofessional and she 
will make an amazing teacher one day. 
 

Kelly  
Elementary  
School 

Kelly Elementary School Team 
Brittany Chiappetti 
1st Grade Teacher 
Jane Soden 
1st Grade Teacher 
Emily Martin 
1st Grade Teacher 
 
Jessica Holdt 
Special Education Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 

The first-grade team at Kelly is simply 
outstanding! They have what it takes to be 
excellent teachers and teammates. They set 
the bar with high expectations, make 
learning fun, and have a strong bond with 
their students and families. This strong team 
makes a difference in the future of Kelly!  
 
Jessica has gone above and beyond to meet 
and advocate for the needs of her students.  
Although her days may be challenging, she 
welcomes a fresh start each morning.  
Jessica collaborates with staff to problem-
solve and support students. Jessica is a 
valuable asset to Kelly! 
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Stacy Dean 
Special Education 
Paraprofessional 
 

Stacy wears many hats at Kelly. She shows 
patience with students and is flexible to 
meet the needs of the building. Each day is a 
fresh start for students. Stacy is a valuable 
PTA leader who brings resources to support 
Kelly. We can count on Stacy to help 
students and Kelly be successful! 
 

Kensler  
Elementary  
School 

Sandy Carter 
Volunteer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amy Stanislowski 
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Payton Reaves 
Art Teacher 
 
 
 

Sandy has been volunteering in the 
classroom for more than 20 years. She 
comes in weekly to support extra projects 
that wouldn’t get done without her. She 
completes messy art projects for the families 
during the holidays, assists with 
assessments, tutors individual student needs 
and helps keep the classroom clean and 
organized! Kensler appreciates all you do for 
us! 
 
Mrs. Stan has become an integral part of the 
success of our school, staff and students! 
She motivated us with her positive attitude, 
has built solid relationships throughout the 
building and empowers us to be our best. 
Thanks for always supporting us and helping 
our school be a great place to be each day! 
 
Payton Reaves has opened the door for all 
students at Kensler to use their imagination 
and creative abilities during her art class. 
She allows the students to explore and 
create based on their interests. Students 
blossom in her classroom with the 
opportunity to express themselves through 
different media and a positive work 
environment. 
 

Linwood  
Elementary  
School  

Patrick Loganbill 
Physical Education Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patrick gets to school early every day, and 
frequently stays late. He stands on 
leadership team for the specials team and is 
a great advocate for Linwood. Patrick 
involves himself in doing what he feels is 
best for our students by giving up his lunch 
to cover recess, working in latchkey, and 
teaches Big Future Leader Academy to 
students. Patrick is a great role model for 
our students and has individual connections 
with each induvial student here at Linwood.  
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Jill Mayfield 
Librarian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dea Northcutt 
Pre-K Paraprofessional 
 
 
 

Jill is always building up her teammates. 
Every day she is willing to listen to others 
and help them stay in a positive mindset. Jill 
is great at building relationships with our 
students and modeling compassion and grit 
with staff and students. She always has a 
smile on her face and willingness to help in 
any way. She stepped in to help the music 
teachers out during the music program with 
behavior, pictures, clean up, and anything 
else they asked of her. She is loved and 
appreciated. 
 
Through a great personal loss, Dea has 
displayed how much she values the Linwood 
family. Dea returned to school and showed 
great determination to make the rest of the 
year the best time for the kids. Through all 
the challenges of this school year, Dea has 
handled all things with amazing grace. Dea 
comes in ready and determined to make a 
difference for the kids we have this year. 
 

Little Early  
Childhood  
Center 

Jodi Wondra 
Speech Language Pathologist 
 
 
 

Jodi is a tireless advocate for the special 
needs students she serves. She always 
presumes competency and pushes the 
students to achieve unbelievable growth.  
She has creatively supported countless 
learners to communicate in their own 
individual way. Little is grateful for her work! 
 

Marshall  
Middle  
School 

Katie Western 
6th Grade Team Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Katie Western is deserving of the Good 
Apple Award because of her hard work and 
planning of the Fifth Grade Recruitment day 
at Marshall. Katie put together a wonderful 
presentation and tour that was engaging for 
visiting stakeholders. Katie received several 
positive comments from other teachers 
regarding this day. One student was so 
excited that he told the teacher he can't wait 
to go to Marshall next year because of all 
the great things offered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 25 

Marisela Manga 
8th Grade Team Leader 
 
 
 

Marisela worked hard to put together a 
successful Reality U at Marshall Middle 
School. Marisela had to reach out to 
community members and bring their 
expertise into the building. The amazement 
on the students' faces when they realized 
that life outside of school can be harder than 
they thought is a wonderful moment of 
maturity and growth. 
 

Mayberry  
Middle  
School 

Christina Holmes 
Counselor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan Jones 
MTSS Coach 
 
 
 

Ms. Holmes is willing to help out where ever 
there is a need. She also always asks if we 
need help with anything. She has been asked 
to help with many things that are not in her 
job description and she has jumped in and 
taken them without hesitation. She is 
extremely dependable and is always looking 
for ways to make Mayberry better! Her 
passion for her job and our students is 
infectious! 
 
Mrs. Jones always goes above and beyond to 
make sure teachers have the skills necessary 
to be successful. She also is always willing to 
drop everything and help with anything that 
may need to be done around the building. 
She is a huge asset to our building. 
 

McLean  
Science & 
Technology Magnet  
Elementary School 

Lisa Still 
Social Worker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As our part-time social worker, and her plate 
is full, Lisa still gives her all. Lisa is passionate 
about her role and cares about the families 
she serves. She helps anyone who needs it, 
students and staff alike. She advocates for 
what she believes is in the child's best 
interest and shares her knowledge in a very 
professional way. Lisa also takes the extra 
time to send words of encouragement to 
those who are feeling down. We are lucky to 
have her at McLean! 
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Leslie Guzman 
Food Service Aide 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
McLean Elementary School 
Team 
Ashlie Stegman 
Paraprofessional 
Jennifer Tobar 
Paraprofessional 
 
 

Ms. Leslie is an amazing addition to our 
McLean family. From day one her positive 
attitude and bubbly personality has been 
noticed by every student and staff member. 
She takes the time to know each student 
and has even written notes of 
encouragement when she notices someone 
is having a rough day. She thrives on 
connecting with the students and they love 
her for it.  She makes our lunchroom fun!  
Nominated by students. 
 
Our New Kinders on the Block 
paraprofessionals have jumped right in with 
our students and have been both flexible 
and open to new learning! They know what 
needs to be done and are ready to assist in 
what is needed. Kindergarten is not for the 
faint of heart and these two ladies have 
worked to connect, teach, help, support, and 
love on our kindergarten students to help 
them be ready as they begin their school 
journey! We love you! 
 

Minneha Core 
Knowledge  
Magnet Elementary 
School 

Linda Morrison 
Interrelated Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hillside Christian Church  
Jerry Muncy 
Pastor Hillside Christian Church 
Bonnie Thompson 
Hillside Christian Church 
 
 

Linda is an amazing interrelated teacher. She 
goes above and beyond to build 
relationships with families, as well as 
building positive relationships with students. 
Linda advocates with other staff members to 
benefit the students she serves. She is 
willing to help assist other staff with any 
student. She volunteers to take on extra 
work for the benefit of her colleagues. 
 
Hillside Christian Church fulfills a huge 
portion of our schools’ needs. They provide 
school supplies that we use to supplement 
the needs of both students and staff 
throughout the school year. They also fill in 
the gap by providing winter wear for 
students or providing goods or services for 
some of our families. Many of these 
members participate in our Read to Succeed 
Program. Hillside Christian Church is truly a 
positive presence at Minneha. 
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North High  
School 

Sarah Killenberg 
German Teacher 
 
 
 

Sarah connects with her students and 
encourages them to strive for more in their 
education. She is always willing to devote as 
much of her time as possible to assisting 
students in achieving their goals both in and 
outside the classroom. She is very engaging 
and impactful in the classroom. 
 

Northeast  
Magnet High  
School 

Northeast Magnet Team 
Michael Scott 
Academic Life Skills Lead Teacher 
Ashley Jacobs 
Academic Life Skills Lead Teacher 
Kimberly Friend 
Academic Life Skills Lead 
Paraprofessional 
Joan Marie Inchekel 
Academic Life Skills Lead 
Paraprofessional 
 
Madison VanBurkleo 
Student Success Advocate 
 
 

Our Academic Life Skills team is the most 
student-centered group of professionals you 
will find anywhere. The team has been short 
staffed all year, but they remain positive and 
endlessly caring every single day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Madison's day consists of willingly stepping 
alongside struggling teenagers to support 
them in moments of need. She does this 
work with compassion and patience. Her 
connection with our students is a source of 
strength and stability for the neediest in our 
Griffin tribe. 
 
 
 
 
 

Northwest  
High School 

Kathy Massey 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathy is what it means to be WPS proud and 
truly keeps this building running. Her 
willingness to help everyone no matter the 
situation is truly appreciated. She is our go-
to girl and knows a little about everything 
and has been a tremendous asset not only 
our building here at Northwest, but to the 
district. When she retires at the end of the 
year her presence will truly be missed. If you 
know Kathy then you know you are lucky to 
have her in your life. 
 
 
 
 
 



 28 

Jandee Nave 
Bear Necessities Coordinator 
 
 
 

Jandee coordinates our Bear Necessities 
store and does an outstanding job. This is a 
thankless job that requires a lot of hours to 
ensure items are stocked and parents are 
available for coverage. You never have to 
wonder if the store will be open or 
operational as Jandee will ensure that it is 
ready and available for students. Her 
volunteer work in this aspect far exceeds any 
expectations and we are proud to have her 
here at Northwest. 
 

OK Elementary 
School 

Amanda Wilson 
Library Media Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kaylee Weldon 
2nd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 

Mrs. Wilson is new to OK and has quickly 
become a part of our family. Staff regularly 
compliment her helpfulness, kindness, and 
how she advocates for students. Her primary 
goal is to foster a love of reading in children, 
and she has worked diligently to meet it. 
Thank you, Ms. Wilson, for all you do! 
 
Through resilience, Kaylee has shown strong 
academic expectations of her students and 
shows them daily they can have a growth 
mindset. Her warm personality helps foster 
great rapport with her students and families. 
She works diligently to build relationships.  
 

Peterson  
Elementary  
School 

Kecia Grigsby-McDonald 
Guest Teacher 
 
 
 

Mrs. McDonald is a wonderful addition to 
the Peterson team. Mrs. McDonald shows 
up with a positive mindset and is here to 
help students be successful! She has a great 
attitude, is flexible, and is a one-of-a-kind 
guest teacher. We appreciate her dedication 
and hard work here at Peterson and the 
positive impact she makes not only for our 
students but our staff daily. 
 

Pleasant Valley 
Elementary  
School 

Jennifer McNair 
3rd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. McNair does an amazing job 
differentiating lessons for her students. She 
is an advocate for her students in making 
sure they have what they need to be 
successful. She is willing to reach out for 
help when she needs assistance and listens 
to feedback and suggestions from others.  
Mrs. McNair is an incredible team player and 
adds value to our building through her work 
on the family engagement and leadership 
teams. 



 29 

Eunice Izazaga 
1st Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 

Eunice plans rigorous and engaging lessons 
for her students. She is flexible and adapts to 
the needs of her students regardless of 
whether they need to be challenged or need 
scaffolds put in place. Her knowledge and 
expertise can be seen in the depth of her 
instruction when you walk into her 
classroom. Her students are involved in 
rigorous instruction at all levels. Eunice's 
routines and structures are well established 
and allow her classroom to run like 
clockwork. 
 

Pleasant Valley 
Middle School 

Krista Pepper 
Counselor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pleasant Valley Middle School 
Team 
Patty WIlliams 
ABC Stars Club Paraprofessional 
Mario Rodriguez 
ABC Stars Club Paraprofessional 
Nathan Sumara 
ABC Stars Club Paraprofessional 
 
 

Krista made the move from elementary to 
middle school counselor this year and she 
has been absolutely amazing! We are lucky 
to have her on our team but we are even 
more lucky to call her our friend. She works 
so well with the kids, families, staff, and 
community. She teaches our students how 
to be kind, how to show empathy for others, 
and how to solve their problems in a healthy 
way. Everyone has benefitted from her 
joining the Pleasant Valley Middle School 
Family. 
 
This year, we started a new program at 
PVMS where students earn the opportunity 
to participate in clubs at lunch if they meet 
the academic and behavior requirements. 
We have three clubs that are sponsored by 
paras. Mario runs the recess club, Nathan is 
in charge of the eSports club, and Patty 
manages board games/arts and crafts in the 
library. This program has been a smashing 
success. The percentage of students who 
qualify for the clubs has nearly doubled from 
last year and these paraprofessionals are 
directly responsible. 
 

Price-Harris 
Communications 
Magnet Elementary 
School  

Terry Mitchell 
Crewperson, Supply Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry started delivering inter-office mail to 
Price-Harris this school year. He is reliable, 
friendly, responsible, an outstanding Chief’s 
fan and someone who is always a joy to 
share morning pleasantries. This year has 
been fun getting to know Terry and I’m glad 
Price-Harris is part of his route. 
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Kim Levens 
Bus Driver, First Student 
 
 
 
 
Tinesha Davis 
Pre-K Paraprofessional 
 
 
 

Ms. Levens is an amazing bus driver! She 
cares for her kids, shows them respect, 
teaches them life lessons, and watches for 
their safety. Every day she greets and 
encourages them for their day at school. 
 
Mrs. Davis has brought so much to Price-
Harris. Her enthusiasm for her job is 
amazing! She cares for her kids and fellow 
staff members, lets students be creative 
with every project and strives to help every 
student be successful. She is an 
extraordinary asset to 259! 
 

Riverside  
Leadership  
Magnet  
Elementary School 

Alison Wenzel 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emily Judson 
Riverside PTO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Riverside Elementary School 
Team 
Christy Reaves 
Administrative Assistant 
LaDonna Kiser 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 

Alison does an amazing job engaging with all 
students inside and outside the classroom. 
She maintains high academic expectations 
with each and every student, no matter 
what! She has built positive relationships 
with the students, and they consider her 
part of our classroom family. We are so lucky 
to have Mrs. Wenzel in our room! 
 
Emily has offered her time and expertise to 
Riverside for the past 9 school years (at 
least)! Her volunteer efforts include PTO 
board, coordinating class parties, snack 
donations, community engagement events, 
our school auction, and gardening projects. 
She even led a butterfly release at Riverside 
last Spring! She is a positive, upbeat 
volunteer and is always a welcoming face to 
new families. She is a strong advocate for 
WPS and has proven this through her 
commitment to Riverside's community! 
 
These two amazing administrative assistants 
are a gift to Riverside! They work together to 
keep our focus on serving families and 
children in the best ways we possibly can. 
They provide support, resources, and overall 
kindness to everyone who walks through our 
doors, whether staff, parent, community 
members, children, or district workers who 
visit our school. Their welcoming presence 
makes it feel like a true family here. They do 
whatever it takes to make sure each student 
feels valued and loved. 
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Robinson  
Middle School 

Jen Pillich 
7th Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lindsay Halstead 
Counselor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Antonio Bernal 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 

Ms. Pillich is such a great advocate for 
students. She creates clubs, programs, 
activities, etc. that are all inclusive. She has 
high expectations for our students as she 
helps create leaders and gives life 
experiences through the Black Student 
Union, Girls United, and a variety of Black 
History activities including the Black History 
Academic Bowl. Ms. Pillich is one of a kind 
and we are lucky to have her on our staff to 
share her vision. 
 
Ms. Halstead has a unique gift that allows 
her to reach people, both young and old, 
who are difficult to reach. She has a plethora 
of patience that allows her to support,  
de-escalate, encourage and lead these 
special people. Ms. Halstead has a special 
talent that is an essential part of our team. 
 
Mr. Bernal has become a man that wears 
many hats on our staff! As this year 
continues to give up obstacles to overcome, 
Mr. Bernal continues to step up and be the 
paraprofessional, mentor, teacher, escort, 
and so many other things. Mr. Bernal is 
super flexible and such an incredible team 
player. We have absolutely needed him this 
year! 
 

School  
Service  
Center 

Chris Miller 
Supervisor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Whited 
Technical, Nutrition Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He goes above and beyond in the food 
production center, always willing to help his 
team when needed. He is willing to come in 
on long weekends/vacations to have things 
ready for when staff returns. He has a 
positive attitude, he deals well with changes 
and problems as they arise. This is a well 
deserved award for him. We are grateful to 
have a supervisor like him.  
 
Mike does a great job of establishing 
delivery routes for schools to receive meals 
on time. He is even willing to jump in as a 
delivery driver, if need be. He has a great 
attitude and is always helpful. He is 
dependable to those he works with every 
day. 
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Dan Rutherford (Reconstruction 
Services, LLC) 
Owner 
 
 
 

Dan is dedicated to Wichita Public Schools 
and has spent countless hours 
reconstructing, fixing and repairing our 
buildings. He is a true community partner to 
WPS, and has made himself available at all 
hours of the day and night for issues and  
emergencies. He is a problem solver and 
collaborator and a well-deserved recipient of 
this award. 
 

Seltzer  
Elementary 
School 

Anna Allison 
Interrelated Teacher 
 
 
 

Anna Allison is a strong advocate for her 
students. She serves with integrity and is 
always thinking about what is best for kids. 
The needs of her students often come with 
behavioral challenges, but she supports 
them with grace and a high level of 
professionalism. We are blessed to have her 
on our team. 
 
 

South High  
School 

Lauren Barrett 
Family and Consumer Science 
Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kun Zhang 
Chinese 4 Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zach Henson  
ELA Teacher 

Lauren Barrett currently teaches our culinary 
arts classes at South. She creates a sense of 
community and belonging in her classroom 
while creating lesson plans that excite her 
students. She also helps out the staff several 
times a year prepping and making meals for 
evening activities. We appreciate her hard 
work and service to South High! 
 
Mrs. Kun Zhang always has a smile on her 
face. She greets her students daily with care 
and is always accessible and enthusiastic. 
Many of her entry-level Chinese students 
move on to Chinese 2, 3, and 4 because she 
helps grow the love of learning another 
language. We are very proud of Kun and her 
hard work! 
 
Zach is very flexible and is willing to help out 
the department in school in many ways. He 
connects with our seniors through his 
English 4, literacy intervention, and ACT prep 
classes. We appreciate his daily service to 
South High! 
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Southeast  
High School 

Andrew Pina 
Special Education Department 
Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
Messenger Church 
Parker Dane 
Pastor of Messenger Church 
(held at SEHS) 
Chase Groth 
Worship Leader for Messenger 
(held at SEHS) 
 
 

Andrew is the special education department 
chair at Southeast and gives 110% of himself 
to our extremely large department. He is 
willing to assist in any situation and supports 
our students and staff members in all our 
day-to-day needs. We could not do it 
without him! 
 
We truly appreciate our community partners 
Messenger Church. Pastor Dane is a great 
example of how a pastor and church can go 
beyond the walls of the church to support 
the community. Messenger Church routinely 
provides food for the Southeast staff during 
in-service days and parent teacher 
conferences. You can also find Pastor Dane 
serving as a guest services classroom teacher 
at Southeast. We truly appreciate their 
service to the Southeast community. 
 

Sowers  
Alternative  
High School 

Calista Beall 
Paraprofessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christopher Robinson 
Behavior Technician 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calista shows up ready to do her job and is 
always three steps ahead of the game. The 
connections and relationships she forms 
with her students, along with her positive 
attitude, sets our kids up for success. She is 
proactive in the classroom and keeps the 
environment safe for all students to learn. 
 
Chris’s ability to connect and work with our 
students toward improving behavior is 
incredible. He always takes the time to 
process with students and teach them a 
different way to act and react to situations. 
He is helping them find success in the 
classroom while also supporting our 
classroom staff. 
 

Spaght  
Science and 
Communication 
Magnet 

Kim Nance 
Special Education Campus 
Support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kim always shows up ready to collaborate, 
provide support and assist where needed. 
Mrs. Nance continues to ensure processes 
are followed and that all scenarios are 
considered when making decisions regarding 
what is best for students. She is a strong 
advocate not only for student success, but 
also belonging, and is a treasured resource.  
Her positivity and grace are always a bright 
spot here at Spaght. 
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Lawanda Deshazer 
Senior Program Director, 
Wichita Collective Impact 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prime Fit 
School Partner 
 
 

Lawanda Deshazer is Senior Program 
Director of the Wichita Collective Impact 
grant our school was lucky enough to receive 
this year. Ms. Deshazer started off the year 
strong by helping us contact parents to 
complete the ASQ at enrollment, in pick-up 
lanes, and through phone calls. She has also 
worked closely with the kindergarten team 
to coordinate two successful family events 
that provided resources for families, snacks, 
and childcare with YMCA volunteers. We are 
so grateful for the partnership and for 
difference she is making for our students! 
 
Spaght Elementary values our Prime Fit 
Team!  Our students are always excited to 
see the mentors and tutors that dedicate 
their time.  Mr. Duron facilitates a lunch 
group that focuses the conversation around 
being respectful, using manners, and 
accountability for actions. Mr. Marquee 
helps mentor and tutor students, and Mr. 
Teon mentors and is always willing to help 
with a student.  They have worked to 
establish relationships with students and we 
are appreciative of their dedication. 
 

Stanley  
Elementary 
School 

Karen O'Neal 
3rd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Evonne Kuhrt 
Library Media Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. O'Neal looks for ways to make learning 
fun while having  clear expectations and a 
well-structured room. She cares deeply for 
each of her students, and she makes sure to 
include each of them in the learning.  She is 
a kind, creative, and devoted teacher. 
 
Mrs. Kuhrt is creative, giving, and puts extra 
time and energy to make all staff and 
students at Stanley feel special. She teaches 
the most wonderful lessons to our students 
and encourages all students to love reading. 
She works tirelessly to organize book fairs 
and brings in community leaders to read and 
share the gift of books with our students. 
Last, she is always the first to volunteer to 
cover what needs arise. She simply does 
amazing things for ALL of our Stanley family. 
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Stanley Elementary School 
Team 
Annamarie Irwin 
K-1 Mixed Ability 
Paraprofessional 
Kayleigh Franco 
K-1 Mixed Ability 
Paraprofessional 
Annai Loza 
K-1 Mixed Ability 
Paraprofessional 
 
 

In a mixed ability classroom, you can 
encounter many challenges like 
communicating with non-verbal students, 
incidents of aggression, and working through 
life skills like toileting. Even through the 
challenges these three ladies show up every 
day to continue to make a difference in the 
lives of our students. They treat every 
student with respect and treat each minute, 
hour, and day as a new opportunity. Their 
families have the best service available 
because of the work that these ladies do. 
 

Stucky  
Middle  
School 

Grady Phillips 
Head Custodian 
 
 
 
 
 
Aaron Waldorf 
Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Stucky Middle School Team  
Meghan Galyon 
PTSO President 
Adam Galyon 
PTSO Member 
Kacie Edleston 
PTSO Member 
 
 

With turnover and a shortage of applicants, 
Grady Phillips has been amazing at Stucky.  
He kept us clean and safe while not fully 
staffed.  He has kept a smile on his face and 
customer service high. We appreciate you 
Grady! 
 
Aaron was nominated by a parent for going 
above and beyond for their student.  Aaron 
made a connection with their student and 
helped him feel safe and develop a sense of 
belonging at school.  His extra efforts were 
greatly appreciated by the family. 
 
The PTSO at Stucky Middle School has been 
super active and consistent in encouraging 
staff and students.  They have hosted 
dinners and lunches for staff to show 
appreciation, parties for kids, helped 
celebrate holidays and improve the 
appearance of the building with benches and 
planters outside in the front of the  building.   
Thank you for everything you do to support 
us! 
 

Truesdell  
Middle School 

Truesdell Middle School Team 
Krista Miller 
Nurse 
Pam McDonald 
Health Room Aide 
 
 

Nurse Krista and Ms. Pam are the dynamic 
duo when it comes to serving Truesdell 
students’ health and wellness needs.  
Students are greeted in the nurse's office 
with smiles and compassion in order to have 
them return to the learning setting. This 
Truesdell team finds ways to connect 
students and families with school, 
community, and the work of excellence to 
support education!   
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Washington 
Elementary  
School 

Keith Skupa 
Kindergarten Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heather Mock 
1st Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hilda Chandler 
ESL Paraprofessional 
 
 
 

Today, when relationships are more 
important than ever, Mr. Skupa goes the 
extra mile with both his students and peers, 
using his humor and kindness to build 
bridges and be supportive to all. He is a ray 
of positivity in everyone's life that he comes 
across. After so many years of teaching he 
still has that twinkle in his eye and unbridled 
joy. He still loves what he does. 
 
Ms. Mock regularly puts in extra time and 
energy planning small groups and "magic 
days" that make learning special and fun. 
She works many hours as an STS, school 
leader, and mentor. She participates on the 
district math team where she helps to 
develop curriculum and supplements for 
math instruction. She is also a literacy 
leader, model classroom teacher for new 
educators, and excellent representative of 
259. 
 
Ms. Chandler is a positive ESOL 
paraprofessional who is passionate about 
her work. She loves her students and is 
always going out of her way to make sure 
everyone around her has what they need. 
She truly believes every student can dream, 
believe and achieve and she's a wonderful 
asset to our school and district. 
 

Wilbur  
Middle  
School 

Cale Clough 
MTSS Facilitator and Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cale does a great job with meeting the 
district's mission in preparing our teachers 
with top-notch professional planning and 
development. He helps them in the 
classrooms with their lesson planning, SRGs 
and synergy questions and in general 
provides teachers with support as needed. 
Cale is also an administrative intern and 
does a fantastic job filling in where needed 
and does so very competently.  
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Elexia Faulkner 
6th Grade Social Studies Teacher 
and AVID Site Co-Coordinator 
 
 
 

Mrs. Faulkner has worked tirelessly this 
school year to provide students with 
enriching opportunities during Advocacy 
class. Each week Mrs. Faulkner has created 
lesson plans for all teachers to follow to help 
students with goal-setting, organization, 
collaboration, and college and career 
readiness. The Wilbur family is lucky to have 
her! 
 

Woodland  
Health and  
Wellness Magnet 
Elementary School 

Woodland Elementary School 
Team 
Beth Mitchell 
Interrelated Teacher 
Nicole Habashy 
Interrelated Teacher Long Term 
Substitute 
Jennifer Prekopa 
Paraprofessional 
Scott Griffitts 
Paraprofessional 
Mayra Lopez-Anima 
Paraprofessional 
Briley Tuckwood 
Paraprofessional 
Barbara Kucera 
Paraprofessional 
Shirley Schmidt 
Substitute Paraprofessional 
Noeli Torres 
Paraprofessional 
Eloisa Nunez 
Paraprofessional 
 

The Woodland Special Education teachers 
and paraparaprofessionals have been 
working incredibly hard at meeting the 
needs of all students and pushing them daily 
to see amazing growth. 

Woodman 
Elementary  
School 

Kelsi Berry 
Interim Art Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kelsi is an amazing paraprofessional and has 
always stepped up to help teachers and 
students alike. This year she stepped up in 
an even bigger way by preparing lessons and 
teaching our students’ art classes. The 
students love her and the creative things 
that she has done with them. She created a 
student mural, made drawings with different 
mediums spent time to changing out student 
artwork displayed around our school.  
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Megan Koenigs 
1st Grade Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brianna Woodruff 
3rd Grade Teacher 
 
 
 

Megan fiercely advocates for her students. 
She goes above and beyond to meet the 
individual needs of her students and 
communicates with families to work 
together for her students’ best interest. She 
finds engaging ways to meet standards and 
goes above and beyond to make learning 
enriched and fun. She is a thoughtful 
teammate who shares ideas, resources, 
advice, and encouragement. She is the 
fearless leader of the first-grade team is the 
glue that holds the team together.  
 
Anytime we ask for help or support with a 
student, with sub plans and supplies, or 
taking over in the classroom at the last 
minute, Brianna not only does it, but she 
does it with a smile on her face and with the 
positive energy that you would want all staff 
to respond with when unexpected situations 
or issues arise. Brianna loves all of the 
Woodman students and she is a master at 
building relationships with our spiciest and 
fun students.  
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